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■■hunct  of  the  Mlowto^  diaeoane  waa  deliTvred 
axteaivanaeoasly,  at  CUaton,  intheaAemoon  of  the. 
flrat  Soaday  of  September,  ly  r$fu*tt.  Mr.  Finaey 
had  preached  flam  the  same  lex),  at  Hampton,  the  pre* 
aadiiif  8b  jday.  It  appeara  that  a  certain  liberal  miad- 
«d  man  had  been  induced,  by  an  orthodox  neighbor,  to 
hear  that  diaeonrae,  on  condition,  that  the  latter  ahould 
hoar  aome  other  peraon  preach  on  the  aame  text.  The 
choke  Ml  on  the  onderaigned,  who  la  induced  to  lay 
the  knowing  remarka  before  the  public,  to  prevent  aa 
for  ae  paaatble  the  miaapprehcnaion  of  a  very  plain 
aohtart  The  arrangement  waa  made  with  a  view  to 
moat  and  reilue  the  common  opiaioo  reapectlng  the  ge- 
■aral  doctrine  which  the  text  ia  auppoaed  to  teach. 

8.  R.  SMITH. 

wmgt$  d*atk.”  Rom.  vi:  S3. 

No  subject  has  higher  claims  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  reflecting  and  sinful  beings, 
than  that  here  solemnly  asserted  by  the  apos¬ 
tle.  And  it  must  have  come  down  upon  a 
people  who  had  not  known  God.  and  who 
••  worshipped  and  served  the  creature  more 
than  the  Creator,”  with  a  tremendous  weight 
of  power.  But  they  had  the  privilege  of 
understanding  the  lull  meaning  of  the  text, 
and  were  consequently  neither  alarmed  with 
unnecessary  fears,  nor  flattered  with  un¬ 
founded  hopes.  How  far  either  of  these 
may  appertain  to  many,  and  most  modem 
professors  of  die  Christian  doctrine,  we  pre¬ 
sume  not  to  determine. 

That  all  men  are  stnaers— -that  sin  de¬ 
serves  punUhment,  and  that  the  punishment 
denounced  amnst  it,  is  death,  is  universally 
admitted.  But  tvAy  mankind  are  sinners — 
whether  the  punishment  of  sin  is  certain, 
and  what  is  the  nature  and  duration  of  pun¬ 
ishment.  if  inflicted,  are  questions,  concern¬ 
ing  which,  believers  are  not  agreed.  Hap¬ 
pily.  they  have  a  right  to  disagree,  and  to 
assign  their  reasons  for  doing  so — a  right 
which  we  cltum  in  commoi>  with  others, 
and  therefore  offer  our  own  views  of  the 
subject  fur  your  consideration. 

I.  Christian  professors  in  general,  be¬ 
lieve.  that  an  unholy  and  malignant  being, 
who  was  once  an  angel  of  peat  eminence, 
and  now  called  the  devil,  is.  and  ever  has 
been,  the  procuring  cause  of  all  the  sins  of 
all  mankind.  To  this  we  object 

1.  Because,  if  the  devil  were  once  a  holy 
being,  the  same,  or  similar  causes  which 
epentod  in  producing  his  transgression, 
might  operate  in  effecting  transgression  in 
man.  If  the  former  could  become  a  sinner, 
without  being  induced  by  some  other  being, 
thm  the  latter  might  also  sin  from  causes 
himself ;  and  if  man  could  only  be 
inihMd  to  sin  by  the  sugge^ons  of  a  su- 
sadeifl  agent,  no  region  cin  6e  ghro 


why  a  still  superior  demon  was  not  necessa¬ 
ry  to  convert  an  angel  into  a  devil.  Such 
a  being,  therefore,  was  not  necessary  to  in¬ 
duce  the  first  man  to  sin ;  because,  it  is  not 
pretended  that  any  real  malignant  being 
tempted  the  first  angel  to  transgress  the  law 
of  God.  Still  less  could  the  suggestions  of 
a  personal  devil  be  necessary  to  the  progeny 
of  Adam,  if  the  common  hypothesis  be  true  : 
for  they  are  supposed,  without  any  diabolical 
aid,  to  be  *'  wholly  inclined  to  all  evil.” 

2.  Because  the  word  rendered  devil,  does 
nol  necessarily  signify  a  fallen  angel — nor 
in  many  instances,  even  a  proper  person. — 
This  is  plain,  from  the  notorious  fact,  that 
our  Saviour  <»lled  Peter  a  satan  :  spoke  of 
Judas  as  a  devil,  and  the  apostle  Paul  ex¬ 
horts,  that  deacon’s  wives  be  not  devils ;  for 
such  is  the  word,  1  Tim.  iii :  11,  which  is 
rendered  slanderers.  And  that  it  does  not 
necessarily  imply  proper  personality,  ap¬ 
pears  from  its  import,  which  is  merely  an 
adversary,  or  what  causes  stvife,  opposition, 
or  evil, 

3.  We  object  to  the  received  opinion  res¬ 
pecting  the  introduction  of  sin  into  the 
world ;  because,  tlie  Scriptures,  instead  of 
ascribing  it  to  the  devil,  whether  a  real  or  an 
imaginary  being,  do  expressly  ascribe  it  to 
man.  **  Let  no  man  say,  when  he  is  tempt¬ 
ed,  I  am  tempted  of  God  ;  for  God  cannot 
be  tempted  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  he 
any  man.  But  every  man  is  tempted, 
when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own  lust, 
and  enticed.”  James  i :  13,  14.  "Where¬ 
fore,  as  by  one  man  sin  entered  into  the 
tcorld,  and  death  by  sin,”  &,c.  Rom.  v  :  12. 

In  relation  to  the  introduction  of  sin  into 
the  world,  we  may  further  remark  in  gene¬ 
ral,  that  in  the  whole  history  of  the  tempta¬ 
tion  and  consequent  transgression  of  our 
primitive  parents,  there  is  notan  intimation 
that  what  is  popularly  called  a  devil,  had 
the  least  possible  concern  in  the  transaction. 
The  serpent,  which  was  "  more  subtle  than 
any  beast  of  the  field,”  beguiled  the  wo¬ 
man  ;  and  the  man  though  not  deceived, 
was  in  the  transgression.  And  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  instead  of  giving  any  authority  to  the 
supposition  that  a  holy  angel  became  a  de¬ 
vil.  come  much  nearer  assuring  us.  tliat  de¬ 
vils  themselves  become  angels!  For  they 
do  inform  us,  that  "satan  himself  is  trans¬ 
formed  into  an  angel  of  light.”  A  passage, 
which,  though  undoubtedly  meaning  only 
some  Judaizing  opponent  of  the  apostle,  will 
certainly  bear  a  literal  interpretation,  with 
less  violence  to  its  palpable  import,  than  any 
which  are  supposed  to  favor  the  common 
hypothesis. 

II.  It  is  generally  believed,  that  sin  de¬ 
serves  punishment ;  but  that  if^ae^ccrlatti 
to  b8  inflteted  on  the  sinner  hwisdC  being 


imputed  to  Jesus  Christ,  who  sufiered,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  transgressor  :  and  that  by  this 
means,  God  provided  a  way  of  escape  for 
all  true  believers,  whether  mors  or  less, 
from  the  demerit  of  their  actions.  To  this 
we  object 

1.  Because  it  would  be  unjust  to  punish 
one  person  for  the  faults  of  another ;  more 
especially  so  in  this  case,  where  the  inno¬ 
cent  must  suficr  for  the  guilty  :  and  how 
the  personal  sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ  can 
be  supposed  to  affect  the  deserts  of  the  trans¬ 
gressor,  defies  all  conjecture !  The  magis¬ 
trate,  who  should  order  the  execution  of  tlie 
most  innocent  man  in  community,  for  a 
murder  committed  by  the  most  guilty,  so  far 
from  being  thought  the  guardian  of  public 
morals  and  the  public  safety,  would  be 
judged  by  all  men,  to  be  a  most  ferocious 
and  barbarous  monster,  or  a  lunatic.  Nor 
would  such  an  application  of  law,  ever  once 
be  thought  to  lessen  the  demands  of  justice 
against  the  criminal.  On  the  contrary,  the 
magistrate  himself  would  be  deemed  also 
worthy  of  death.  And  have  Christian  pro-' 
fessors  no  remorse  in  ascribing  to  Almighty 
God,  a  course  of  conduct,  which  would  de- 
mde  the  intellects  of  both  men  and  devils ! 
it  would  seem  that  justice  merely  required 
such  an  amount  of  suffering,  and  that  it  was 
wholly  indifferent  to  the  Deity,  whether  it 
was  endured  by  the  guilty  or  the  innocent — 
by  one  man  or  by  aU.  If  this  be  in  reality 
justice,  it  is  a  happiness  to  the  world  that 
its  practical  application  has  rot  been  intro¬ 
duce  into  the  affairs  of  men. 

2.  We  object  to  the  doctrine,  that  the 
punishment  of  sin  is  remitted  to  the  believer, 
because  it  sacrifices  the  truth  of  God.  aa 
well  as  bis  justice.  Far  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  Jehovah  has  promised  to 
punish  every  sinner,  whether  believer  or 
unbeliever,  in  his  own  proper  person,-— 
Thus,  Adam  was  inform^,  that  in  the  day 
he  should  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  he 
should  "surely  die”— and  again  by  the  pro¬ 
phet,  God  unequivocally  assures  the  people 
of  Israel,  that  "the  soul  that  sinneth,  it 
shaU  die.” 

Now,  if  the  penalty  here  denounced 
against  sin,  is  not  inflicted — if  instead  of 
actually  incurring  it,  there  be  only  a  liahil- 
ity  to  suffer  it.  Uien  it  is  plain  that  divine 
truth  ceases  to  be  positive  truth,  and  that  it 
may  or  may  not  be  truth,  at  the  discretion  of 
man.  Nay,  more  than  this — all  that  God 
has  done  by  promises  and  miracles,  by  the 
prophets  and  by  his  son — all  that  the  gospel 
was  designed  to  effect,  or  has  actually  ac¬ 
complished,  seems  calculated  on  this  hy¬ 
pothesis.  to  render  so  much  of  his  truth  null 
and  void  as  reksed  to  the  puntshment  ej[ 
sin. 
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3.  We  object  to  Uie  common  doctrine, 
respecting  the  remission  of  deserved  pun¬ 
ishment,  because  it  is  directly  calcuhit.d  to 
destroy  the  intended  effect.  For  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  all  punishment  must  be,  cither  the 
reformation  of  the  oiTciidcr,  or  to  deter 
others  from  tlie  commission  of  crime,  or 
both.  We  stiy  these  muft  be  intende.l — 
because,  any  thing  short  of  these,  is  mere 
revenge  ;  and  it  is  a  stigma  on  tiie  eiiardcter 
of  God,  to  call  him  vindictive.  13iit  if  the 
punishment  of  the  offender  is  not  certain, 
and  if  the  transgressor  feels  that  it  is  not, 
how  is  he  thereby  to  be  delerretl  from  the 
commission  of  sin  ?  And  if  the  otreiidcr  bs 
not  punished,  how  is  community  to  take 
warning  from  the  example  of  his  stripes  ? 
But  above  all,  how  is  the  fcai'  of  punishment 
to  exert  a  reforming  power,  where  it  in  re¬ 
ality  is  not  feared! 

We  are  aware  that  it  may  lie  objected, 
that  the  transgressor  does  not  know  he  shall 
not  be  punished,  and  consequently  he  may 
be  supposed  to  stand  in  fear ;  but  we  are 
also  aware  that  this  objection  wants  force. 
Because,  if  the  sinner  does  not  know  he 
ahull  not  be  punished,  he  certainly  docs  nut 
intend  to,  when  the  terms  of  escape  arc  so 
easy ;  and  which,  however  late,  he  is  as¬ 
sured  will  be  ctrectual.  These  terms,  he  is 
told,  may  be  reduced  to  a  single  wish  or 
a  thought  of  penitence,  licfore  he  leaves  this 
world ;  and  with  these,  he  is  morally  cer¬ 
tain  he  can  comply.  So  that  if  there  is 
truth  in  argument,  or  fair  and  legitimate 
conclusions  from  admitted  premises,  the 
bcticfits  intended  by  denouncing  punishment 
for  sin,  are  completely  neutralized  by  the 
uncertainty  of  its  infliclion. 

4.  We  object  to  the  received  opinion  re¬ 
specting  punishment,  because  it  evidently 
has  an  immoral  tendency.  That  this  ten¬ 
dency  is  often  partially  counteracted  by  the 
naturally  good  principles  and  affections  of 
human  nature,  wc  most  cheerfully  admit ; 
but  that  it  is  not  always  done,  is  as  certain 
as  any  other  fact,  the  evidence  of  which  de¬ 
pends  on  obsen’ation.  Let  any  man  read 
the  history  of  the  Christian  church,  with  this 
subject  before  him,  and  he  will  perceive 
that  crimes  multiplied,  as  the  traces  of  the 
doctrine  of  a  vicarious  atonement  became 
more  prominent.  Nor  could  it  consistently 
be  otherwise,  if  the  principles  which  govern 
the  mind  have  any  influence  over  the  con¬ 
duct,  for  in  this  case,  the  believer  is  per¬ 
suaded,  that  though  it  is  his  duty  to  do  right, 
he  is  not  answerable  for  tlie  conscfjuenccs 
of  the  wrong  he  may  do.  In  his  apprehen¬ 
sion,  Christ  endured  the  penalty  by  proxy, 
which  is  attacliable  to  his  transgression. — 
The  consequence  has  been,  and  will  be, 
while  this  opinion  prevails,  that  too  many 
will  avail  themselves  of  the  spirit  of  their 
creed,  and  brave  the  vengeance  of  Heaven, 
if  they  h?ive  the  prospect  of  escaping  the 
scrutiny  of  man. 

The  evidence  of  the  propriety  of  these 
remarks,  may  be  fairlv  drawn  from  the  ad¬ 
missions  of  others.  Who  is  it  that  charges 
upon  the  doctrine  of  the  restitution  a  ten- 
ianej  to  licentiousness  ?  It  is  the  believer 
)n  a  rictrious  atc^isment.  And  ^hy  doss 


he  presume  this  is  its  tendency  ?  Because 
he  erroneously  supposes,  tliat  the  believers 
in  that  doctrine  maintdn,  that  they  arc  not 
accountable  for  their  sins.  Thank  God,  we 
have  not  been  left  to  believe  this.  But  for 
once,  wc  are  disposed  to  take  them  at  their 
word,  and  would  te^k,  why  that  particular 
;  opi  lion,  which  would  make  a  Univcrsalist 
wicked,  will  not  have  the  same  elfeci,  when 
believed  by  the  memhers  of  any  other  dtno- 
niinaiion  ?  They  admit  tlial  it  should  have 
this  effect  on  us — we  maintain  that  it  has 
this  eliect  on  them  ! 

Ill.  It  is  generally  supposed,  that  the 
wages  of  sin,  when  im'iictod,  is  infinite, 
eivtiess,  ami  perfect  misery.  To  this  we 
object : — 

1.  Because  it  is  not  proportioned  to  the 
otTencc.  6*trict  and  impartial  justice,  and 
such  is  the  justice  of  God,  apportions  its 
corrections  to  the  demerit  of  the  action. — 
But  there  is  no  proportion  lictwecn  finite 
actions  and  infinite  consequences.  Besides, 
every  wicked  action  must  he  infinite,  or  any 
conceivable  number  cannot  be  so.  And  if 
every  sinful  act  is  deserving  of  infinite  or 
endless  punishment,  then  as  many  infini¬ 
ties,  both  of  duration  and  misery,  arc  ne¬ 
cessary  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of 
justice.  If,  however,  this  were  the  fact,  it 
would  he  etcnially  impossible,  even  for  the 
Deity,  to  render  to  any  man,  much  less  to 
every  man,  the  reward  of  his  hands.  Now 
the  t::?criptures  do  positively  assert,  that  the 
reward  of  every  man  is  according  to  his 
works — that  is,  in  proportion  to  their  merit, 
or  demerit.  But  is  an  infinite  and  endless 
consequence  proportioned  to  a  finite  act? 
the  duration  of  an  absolute  eternity,  to  a 
mere  point  of  time,  and  tvhich,  at  most, 
cannot  tixcecd  some  seventy  or  eighty  years? 
In  nothing  but  religion  do  men  ever  reason 
in  this  manner. 

In  addition  to  the  considerations  here 
urged,  the  Saviour  has  assured  us,  that  the 
degrees  of  ignorance  or  knowledge  in  the 
transgressor,  should  determine  the  degrees 
of  correction.  That  where  men  knew  the 
right,  and  chose  the  wrong,  they  should  be 
beaten  with  •*  m.i.iy  stripes,”  while  those 
who  knew  it  not,  and  did  “things  worthy 
of  stripes,  should  be  beaten  with  few.” — 
But  is  the  distinction  of  many  and few  pre¬ 
served  in  an  equal  and  undistinguished  eter¬ 
nity  ?  An  eternity,  where  misery  is  without 
intermission,  and  where  the  energies  of  Om¬ 
nipotence  arc  exerted,  to  give  it  an  over¬ 
whelming  effect  ?  No  man,  in  his  right 
mind,  can  pretend  it — and  none,  who  rea¬ 
sons,  will  assert  it. 

2,  We  object  to  the  common  opinion  re¬ 
specting  the  duration  of  punishment,  be¬ 
cause  it  lakes  away  the  possibility  of  a 
benefit  to  the  punished.  The  Scriptures  arc 
express  on  this  subject :  and  they  teach  us, 
that  it  “yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteousness  to  them  who  are  exercised 
ttioreby.”  My  God !  and  is  there  either 
peace  in  hell,  or  a  place  for  a  period  of  its 
enjoyment  when  endless  duration  shall  have 
roll^  awiw  ?  Tills  is  not,  cannot  be  pre¬ 
tended.  On  the  contrary,  in  all  the  terrify¬ 
ing  deseriptione  of  the  ^eadful  miserios  of 


the  damned,  the  very  reverse  of  all  this  ie 
constantlv  urged.  W’e  arc  told,  that  when 
period  after  period  of  countless  ages  shall 
have  been  numbered,  the  fiend-tossed  victim 
of  ,\lmighty  wrath  and  hopeless  despair, 
will  lift  up  his  eyes  in  the  dark  abode  of  hia 
sufllrings,  and  exclaim,  “how  long,  O 
Lord,  how  long !  and  that  he  shall  re^  on 
the  rising  fiomes  of  his  torments,  on  tb« 
walls  of  his  infernal  prison,  and  in  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  his  God,  the  awful  answer,  ybr- 
ever!''*  And  can  the  advocates  of  senti¬ 
ments  like  these,  suppose  a  benefit  in  Uie 
chastisement  they  describe?  No  :  nor  can 
they,  till  contradictions  shall  be  reconciled, 
<lic  order  of  nature  changed,  hell  converted 
into  heaven,  and  endless  sufiTcrings  become 
our  everlasting  joy. 

3.  We  object  to  the  common  doctrine  of 
endless  punishment,  as  the  consequence  of 
sin  ;  because,  if  inflicted,  it  could  not  admit 
of  the  possible  salvation  of  its  subjects.  To 
suppose  it  would  he  just  to  inflict  such  mise¬ 
ry  on  every  transgressor,  would  be  to  sup¬ 
pose,  that  it  was  eternally  unjust  to  save  a 
solitary  sinner.  But  who  docs  not  feel 
abashed  and  horror-struck  at  the  idea  of 
charging  the  blessed  and  immaculate  God 
with  injustice  ?  And  who  but  must  feel  the 
embarmsment  of  a  system,  which  positively 
drives  its  votaries  to  the  dreadful  alterna¬ 
tive  of  consigning  the  whole  human  race  to 
the  deepest  and  most  heart-rending  damna¬ 
tion  forever ;  or  else  supposes  the  unity  and 
harmony  of  the  perfections  of  God  eternally 
violated ! 

For  ourselves,  confiding  as  we  do  in  the 
certain  infliction  of  that  mental  sufiTering 
which  we  call  punishment,  on  every  sinner 
— if  that  punishment  were  deservedly  end¬ 
less,  we  should  forever  despair  of  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  even  one  of  all  the  offspring  of  man. 
And  were  this  point  alone,  that  sin  deserves 
unending  misery,  conceded  to  our  opposers, 
it  would  involve  them  in  the  dreadful  cer¬ 
tainty  of  its  full  and  equal  inheritance.— 
Yes,  give  them  the  ungrateful  privilege  of 
having  their  own  doctrine  true,  and  it  will 
insure,  irrevocably  insure,  their  own  un¬ 
ceasing  damnation.  And  could  this  subject 
be  pressed,  as  it  ought  to  be,  upon  their  at¬ 
tention,  it  might,  in  time,  arouse  them  from 
the  spiritless  stupor  in  which  an  ill-founded 
confidence  has  involved  them.  It  is  flat¬ 
tering  to  the  vanity,  and  soothing  to  the 
pride  of  poor  human  nature,  to  contemplate, 
in  prospect,  the  unutterable  misery  of  our 
wicked  neighixirs.  It  is  so  little  realiiced  in 
the  dim  distance  of  the  future,  that  even  the 
kind-hearted  and  affectionate  view  its  cer¬ 
tainty,  as  they  suppose,  with  a  morbid  and 
stupid  indifference.  But  let  it  be  brought 
home  to  the  hearts  of  these  cold  spectators 
—bring  them  down  from  the  lofty  seats  of 
fancied  security,  and  teach  them,  that  the 
same  final  destiny  awaits  themselves,  and  it 
will  induce  new  feelings,  and  new  inqui¬ 
ries.  The  sentiments  which  they  have  so 
long  and  so  fondly  cherished,  without  ques¬ 
tion  or  examination,  would  at  once  pass  the 
ordeal  of  a  most  critical  review.  Nothing 

*  The  eentiiaeot,  and  ncarij  the  langaaff  of  FiaMy. 
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would  b«  roceivod  at  which  reason  revolted 
— nothing  believed,  which  would  dishonor 
the  benevolent  Father  of  the  universe ; 
while  every  thing  would  be  explode.!,  which, 
in  its  operation,  would  constitute  infinite 
distinctions  in  the  destiny  of  man,  or  place 
in  endless  contradiction  the  moral  attributes 
of  the  Deity. 

No  fact  is  more  plainly  impressed  upon 
the  pages  of  divine  revelation,  than  flii- — 
that  all  men  are  sinners.  It  is  nsserted  in 
almost  every  form  which  could  convey  the 
idea.  By  one,  we  are  told,  “there  is  none 
that  doctli  good”  ;  by  another,  that  “tlicre 
is  not  a  just  man  that  doetli  good  and  sin- 
iielli  not”  ;  by  another  still,  that  “all  hnv; 
gone  out  of  the  way,  tlu’re  is  none  that  docth 
good,  no,  not  one.”  Let.  then,  the  rod  of 
equal  justice  be  suspended  with  equal  terror 
over  tlic  guilty  millions  of  the  family  of  man. 
And  if  it  fall,  for  the  honour  of  God,  let  it 
fall  on  every  transgressor.  But  if  the  toils 
and  blood  and  death  of  Christ,  avert  this 
dreadful  destiny  from  any  portion,  let  the 
impartiality  of  eternal  wisdom  protect  and 
save  the  whole  of  Adam's  guilty  race. — 
Even  this  w’ould  not  rescue  the  view's  we  are 
examining,  from  absurdity — but  it  would 
make  its  professors  consistent  with  them¬ 
selves. 

4.  We  object  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
death  named  in  the  text  means  strictly  eter¬ 
nal  punishment ;  because,  it  is  asserted  in 
the  Sci^tures,  that  persons,  who  liad  actu~ 
tilly  suffered  it,  were  then  in  a  state  of  sal¬ 
vation. 

Thus,  in  tlie  gospel  of  John,  v  :  21,  our' 
Saviour  says  :  “He  that  hcarcth  my  word, 
and  bclieveth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath 
everlasting  life ;  and  shall  not  come  into 
condemnation,  but  is  passed  from  death  unto 
life.” 

Here  we  may  remark,  that  the  believer 
is  said  to  have  passed  from  death  to  life — 
not  from  a  mere  liability  to  die,  but  from 
death  itself.  Now,  had  this  death  been 
any  proper  part  of  endless  misery,  or  even 
an  endless  death,  men  could  not  pass  from 
it  either  to  life,  or  any  other  conceivable 
state. 

The  apostle  John,  1  Epistle,  iii :  24,  has 
established  a  criterion,  by  which  every  man 
may  know  whether  he  has  passed  from  death 
to  life — in  one  word,  whether  he  is  dead  or 
alive.  “We  tnoic  that  we  have  passed 
from  death  unto  life,  because  we  love  the 
brethren.  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother, 
abideth  in  death.”  Love,  the  blessed  fruit 
of  that  faith  which  purifies  the  heart,  gives 
to  its  possessor  the  joy  of  moral  emancipa¬ 
tion  from  death — whilst  he,  who  feels  not 
its  redeeming  power,  still  abideth  in  its 
deepwt  darkness. 

Finally,  the  great  apostle  to  the  Gentiles, 
assures  us,  Eph.  ii ;  1,  that  God  had  quick¬ 
ened,  that  is,  made  alive,  those  who  were 
dead  in  sins. 

Had  endless  death,  that  is,  punishment, 
been  any  part  of  the  system  of  the  divine 
dealings  with  man,  we  should  most  certainly 
Irave  Ijeen  directly  informed  of  that  most 
tremendous  fact,  in  distinct  and  intelligible 
terms.  But  this  is  no  where  done.  On 


the  contrary,  the  Saviour  and  his  apostles 
tench  us  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner, 
that  those  who  were  dead  were  made  alive ; 
and  thereby  assure  us,  that  it  is  but  a  tem¬ 
porary  evil — one,  over  which  the  gosjjel 
will  ultimately  triumph,  when  there  shall 
be  no  more  death. 

From  the  last  pirticular,  one  very  impor-  i 
tant  fact  is  ostablishcd.  It  i.i  thi.s— Shat  the 
death  eor'.seqaeut  upo  i  sin.  is  no  barrier  to 
idtimatc  sulvatioit.  '1  he  very  sr.iuc  indi¬ 
vidual  mr.y  be  both  tlie  sc.bjcct  of  death,  and 
of  redemption  by  the  gospel,  'i'h.a  common  i 
iiypothtsis  rciidcrs  this  imposeihlc,  by  sup- 1 
posing,  that  when  the  sinner  becomes  the  i 
proper  subject  of  the  c'jnsc<p;cncts  of  bis  * 
crimes,  his  condition  is  irreversibly  fixed. 
That  bis  doom  is  as  iinnjulable  as  the  throne 
of  God,  and  the  duration  of  his  woe  only 
measured  by  the  periods  of  eternity.  Nor 
does  it  admit,  that  the  demerits  of  sin,  and 
the  bles.sings  of  salvation,  can  both  Ik:  reali¬ 
zed  by  the  same  }x.*rson.  He  that  dies  can 
never  live,  and  he  who  is  made  alive  can 
never  die.  Thanks  bo  to  God,  that  Ids 
word  assures  us,  that  the  dead  shall  live, 
and  live  to  die  no  more — that  death  sbail  be 
destroyed,  all  tldngs  made  new,  and  that  all 
flesh  shall  see  lire  salvation  of  God. 

The  plain  import  of  the  text,  is  this — 
that  all  sin  will  be  punished  ;  that  the  pun¬ 
ishment  of  sin  is  c.alled  death,  and  that  this 
death  will  be  of  the  same  duration  as  the 
sinful  disposition.  From  corresponding 
portions  of  S^cripture,  we  learn,  that  death 

the  term  genenilly  used  by  the  Almighty, 
to  designate  the  penalty— or  rather,  conse- 
(fuence  of  sin  ;  and  that  it  was  immediately 
inflicted.  How  this  latter  circtimstancc, 
could  ever  have  been  overlooked,  is  one  of 
the  unaccountable  things  that  serves  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  an  apostate  church.  All  human 
experience  (o'f  which  most  men  have  enough 
on  this  subject)  unefpni vocally  admonishes 
us,  that  “  the  way  of  transgressors  is  hard”  ; 
and  all  the  teachings  of  divine  truth  have 
associated  sin  and  misery. 

The  very  first  command,  ever  uttered  by 
the  mouth  of  God  to  liis  creature  man,  is 
accompanied  by  this  solemn  and  alarming 
assurance — “in  the  day  that  tliou  eatest 
tlierco.^,  I’nou  siialt  sarcly  die.”  The  man 
did  eat — liis  consequent  guilt,  fear  and 
s’.iame,  demonstrate,  that  he  felt  the  awful 
verity  of  llie  donuiicir.tioii — a  truth,  render¬ 
ed  more  droadlhl  by  the  voice  of  the  Eter¬ 
nal,  heard  in  the  cool  of  tliat  very  day, 
which  seabed  the  assurance  already  antici¬ 
pated,  that  sin  was  incompatible  with  an 
abode  in  Paradise. 

Notwithstanding  the  palpable  evidence, 
that  sin  and  death,  or  punishment,  were  in 
this  instance,  connected  inunediately  as 
cause  and  cflcct ;  still  a  period  of  time  has 
been  supposed  to  elapse  between  them, 
marked  by  Uie  duration  of  human  life,  at 
least,  and  in  this  instance,  estimated  at  a 
thousand  years.  Let  the  advocates  for  the 
dissociation  of  sin  and  misery,  Iccrn,  that 
“sin,  ichen  it  is  finished,  bringeth  forth 
death.” 

But  this  subject  is  put  beyond  controver¬ 
sy,  by  a  most  interesting  communicatitm  to 


the  house  of  Israel,  by  tlie  prophet  Ezekiel. 
We  are  there  Informed,  that  “  the  soul  that 
sinneth,  it  shall  die;  and  subsequently, 
what  shall  be  the  precise  duration  of  that 
death.  “  ^Vhen  the  wicked  man  turneth 
away  from  his  wickedness  that  he  hath 
commiited,  and  doeth  that  which  is  lawful 
!iiid  right,  he  shall  save  his  soul  alive.” 

The  period  of  sin  is,  therefore,  the  peri¬ 
od  of  ourisbmeiit.  So  lon.m  and  no  longer, 
arc  tlic  washes  of  sin  iiicuired,  fU!t!  moral 
di'iilli  cndu'td.  In  view  ol  tliis  important 
Irutli,  \vc  recur,  with  great  sstisfaction  and 
gratitude  to  God,  for  the  assurance,  that 
“  where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more 
abound.  That  as  sin  hath  reigned  unto 
deatli,  even  so  might  grace  reign  through 
riffhtpousness,  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jesus 
Christ  our  l.ord.”  Hence,  we  look  for¬ 
ward  to  a  glorious  time,  when  there  shall 
be  no  more  sin,  and  no  more  death  ;  and 
wlien  moral  purity  and  life  shall  be  the  por¬ 
tion,  and  constitute  Uie  joy  of  the  intellec¬ 
tual  ereation — when  God  shall  be  all  in  alL 
Amen. 

[Fitr  the  Miigazint  c  •  d  Jdeoeate.] 
ARItOGANCE. 

A  certain  Ilev.  J***  H*****’*,  a  preach¬ 
er  of  a  sect  who  style  themselves  “  impar- 
tialisls,-’  but  who  might,  with  more  proprie¬ 
ty,  be  called  ^arri’a/tsfe,  (fora  mote  partial 
doctrine  they  could  not  preach,  as  will  be 
seen,)  lately  preached  at  a  private  house  in 
this  borough,  and  there  invited  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  borough  to  come  next  day,  to  the 
Methodist  church,  and  hear  him  preach. 

Next  day  arrived — the  preacher  attended 
— but  the  hearers  were  but  very  fete  indeed. 
This  supposed  neglect  hy  the  people,  was 
highly  resented  by  the  preacher  in  his  dis¬ 
course  ;  it  excited  his  tcrath  to  such  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  he  ranted,  railed  and  foamed,  so 
that  lie  threatened  the  people  of  this  borough 
— people  among  whom  he  was  raised  and 
cherished — with  endless  damnation,  because 
they  did  not  see  fit  to  hear  his-  God  dishon¬ 
oring  doctrine,  and  fanatical  nonsense,— 
This  pious  son  of  a  pious  father,  wrought 
himself  into  such  a  holy  zeal,  that  he  raised 
himself  to  his  full  height,  and  said,  that  at 
the  groat  day  of  judgement,  (which  he  de¬ 
scribed  ES  being  very  terrific)  he  would  step 
up  to  the  awlul  Judge,  and  there  would 
give  testimony  against  the  people  of  this 
place,  of  their  extreme  wickedness,  fcic,, 
because  they  would  not  come  to  hear  him 
preach  the  gospel.  (What  a  misnomer!) 
This  lie  thought  would  be  the  last  time  that 
ho  would  preach  here,  to  warn  the  people 
of  Marietta  of  the  *  ‘  terath  m  come.”  This, 
when  we  heard  it,  put  us  forcibly  in  mind 
of  an  anoedote  which  happened  some  years 
ago  in  this  county,  viz ;  A  certain  ranting 
fanatic,  “  who  had  zeal,  but  not  according 
to  knowledge,”  threatened  his  audience  that 
he,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  wculd  accuse 
them  before  the  Judge,  when  one  of  tlie  au¬ 
dience  roee  up,  and  addressed  tlie  preacher 
as  follows  :  “I  have  often  heard  it  said,  (I 
believe  it  is  a  common  saying, )  that  among 
a  gang  of  thieves,  or  any  other  kind 
rogues,  the  greatest  rascal  among  the  wholf 
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ring,  always  turns  states  evidence;  and  now 
see  with  my  own  eyes,  and  hear  with  my 
own  ears,  the  truth  of  that  common  saying/’ 
Our  preewher  might  have  been  told  by 
his  audience,  •*  If  God  knew  you  as  well  as 
te«.do,  (which  no  doubt  he  docs,)  he  would 
not  believe  n  word  you  said,  even  if  j'ou  i 
sifore  to  it !”  I 


But  seriously.  This  Rev.  divine  (as  he 
would  be  call^)  pretends  on  every  occa¬ 
sion,  both  public  and  private,  to  be  extreme¬ 
ly  anxious  to  save  precious  immortal  souls 
Irom  the  wrath  of  an  angry  God,  and  from 
an  endless  fiery  hell ;  and  yet  he  threatens 
to  accuse  these  very  precious  immortal  soulsT 
to  this  angry  God,  to  induce  and  persuade 
him  to  damn  them  to  this  very  endless,  fiery 
h<!ll,  from  which  he  pretends  to  be  so  very 
anxious  to  save  them !  ”  O,  consistency, 
thou  art  a  jewel ! !”  If  this  is  not  showing, 
by  his  own  words,  that  “he  is  yet  in  the 
very  frail  of  bitterness,  and  in  the  bonds  of 
iniquity" — that  his  soul  is  black  with  ma- 
Hec — wo  are  ignorant  how  he  could  show  it 
— for,  it  thus  evidently  appears,  that  this 
pretended  soul-saver  is  laying  schemes  how, 
hy  bearing  false  witness  against  these  pre¬ 
cious  immortal  souls,  he  may  effeet  their  end¬ 
less  damnation,  in  an  endless  hell,  there  to 
be  tormented  as  long  as  God  himself  exists ! 
and  he,  this  pious  preacher,  is  to  be  seated 
in  heaven,  and  shout  praises  and  hallelu¬ 
jahs  to  G«id,  for  his  cruelty  to  those,  whom 
this  preacher  is  so  anxious  to  save.  O, 
God,  our  beloved  Parent  and  Friend  !  how 
thankful  we  ought  to  be  to  thee,  that  such 
pretended  soul-savers,  have  not  as  much 
power,  as  they  have  will,  to  make  their 
brethren,  thy  children,  miserable,  both 
here  and  hereafter !  What  arrogance  in  man 
—a  mere  worm  of  the  dust — to  threaten  his 
fellow  with  an  accusation,  before  the  Crea¬ 
tor  and  Preserver  of  the  universe — before 
the  all  knowing,  and  infinite  God !  espe¬ 
cially,  when  he  knows  that  the  Scriptures 
of  divine  truth  declare,  “that  all  have  sin¬ 
ned,  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God” — 
“  that  aZ/ are  gone  out  of  the  way” — “  that 
none  doeth  g(^,  no,  not  one" — that  even 
the  best  “ are unprq^toi/e servants” — “that 
God  has  concluded  all  under  sin  and  unbe¬ 
lief,  that  he  might  have  mercy  upon  alt’ — 
not  that  he  might  damn  them  to  an  endless 
hell ;  but  that  he  might  have  mercy  upon 
them,  and  consequently  make  them  eternally 
happy. 

la  conclusion,  we  would  say.  Let  us  all 
be  grateful  to  God,  our  heavenly  Parent — 
to  our  best  friend  in  every  situation  in  life, 
and  in  Terety  time  of  ne^ — “  who  is  the 
Saviour  of  all  men,”  and  especially  of  the 
believer — in  his  goodness,  unending  love 
and  mercy — that  such  impotent,  arrogant 
WQrms  of  the.  dust  have  no  power  over  our 
fixture  life,  happiness  and  immortality.— 
For  it  must  be  evident  to  all,  from  the  dis¬ 
course  alluded  to  above,  that  if  they  had,  all 
who  would  refuse  to  bow  the  knee  to  their 
beast,  i.  e.  creed,  or  the  image  thereof, 
would  be  made  endlessly  ipiaerable.  Fur. 
with  all  their  pretended  anxiety  to  save  pre¬ 
vious.  immortal  souls,  it  if  eyidenh  that 


they  would  save  none,  except  those  who 
would  come  to  God  through  themselvesi  and 
not  thtough  JeSus.  Thcjr  preach  not  Je¬ 
sus,  but  themselves.  J.  G. 

Marietta,  Pa.  Jan.  Wth,  1831. 

[For  tht  Magazine  and  AdsoeaU.J 

ACCOUNT  OF  A  REVIVAL. 

Messrs.  Editors — The  following  ac¬ 
count  of  a  wonderful  revival  that  happened 
in  this  neighborhood  the  last  summer,  you 
may  publish,  if  you  please,  as  it  has  fai^n 
the  occasion  of  much  talk  in  this  vicinity, 
and  led  many  to  reflect  seriously  on  the  per¬ 
nicious  tendency  of  such  popular  excite¬ 
ments.  It  commenced  in  the  spring  among 
some  young  females.  It  was  soon  noised 
through  the  neighborhood,  that  (wonderful 
to  relate)  the  Lord  was  actually  amongst 
us.  ( I  know  not  whether  they  meant  that 
Being,  who  is  at  all  times  in  all.  and  through 
all,  and  to  all,  and  to  whom  bclongeth  glory 
and  honor  forever. )  Meetings  were  imme¬ 
diately  appointed  every  day,  and  on  some 
days,  three  or  four.  At  these  meetings,  the 
professors  were  in  groups,  whispering  so 
loud,  that  it  might  he  heard  all  over  the 
house  :  “  Mrs.  S.  is  under  conviction” — 
“  Miss  S.  looks  very  melancholy.” — “  It 
will  make  thorough  work  with  ]>lr.  B. 
“Mr.  I.  is  converted,”  &,c.  Their  meet¬ 
ings  were  generally  dismissed  about  dark ; 
but  “Christians”  were  requested  to  stay. 
It  was  then  requested,  that  if  there  were  any 
that  “  desired  the  prayers  of  the  people  of 
God.”  they  would  arise.  If  any  got  up, 
they  immediately  formed  a  circle  around; 
them,  and  set  up  a  most  horrid  howling, 
representing  the  fancied  shrieks  of  the  damn¬ 
ed  !  You  could  now  and  then  hear  them  ex¬ 
claim,  “  God  have  mercy  upon  this  poor 
sinner — save  her  from  a  burning  hell.” — 
They  scarcely  ever  failed  of  converting  the 
deluded  victims  thus  inveigled,  and  then 
went  off  rejoicing. 

Things  thus  went  on  briskly.  A  Sabbath 
school  was  started.  Presbyterian,  Baptist, 
and  Methodist  ministers  flocked  in  from  all 
quarters.  Each  one  had  some  remarkable 
story  to  tell  about  some  Universalist.  “  He 
had  died  in  despair— had  renounced  his 
doctrine.”  One  Mr.  Brewster,  that  calls 
himself  a  missionary,  said,  in  a  conference 
meeting,  that  he  had  been  called  to  preach 
the  funeral  sermon  of  a  man  that  disbelieved 
the  Senptures — an  inf  del — a  Universalist.'" 
Some  few  days  after,  in  a  similar  meeting, 
Mr.  B.  a  well  informed  Universalist,  rep¬ 
rimanded  him  for  his  uncharitable  language. 
He  then  cried  out  in  a  plaintive  manner, 
“persecution,  persecution!”  He  left  us, 
however,  in  a  few  days,  and  has  not  been 
seen  here  since. 

About  this  time,  a  tract  was  introduced 
into  the  Sabbath  school,  that  accused  the 
Presbyterians  of  duplicity.  This  spark 
kindl^  a  lai^e  fire,  and  ran  through  the 
whole  camp.  “  Brother  Baptist,’’  and 
“brother  Methodist,”  were  “brothers”  no 
longer.  They  accused  each  other  of  lying 
and  deception.  The  flame  mw  hotter  and 
hotter.  The  Baptists  and  Methodists  ap>- 
pointed  meetings  at  the  same  house,  (a 


school  house. )  They  met— contended  for 
a  while;  The  MethtHUlte  kppoihted  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  Br.  ll.’s  in  ieii  mindtek;  Minister# 
and  Deacons  were  active  in  elect)Onecnhe| 
for  converts.  A  conversation  even  took 
place  between  Dcicon  N.  and  Mrs.  C.,  in 
which  he  endeavored  to  persuade  her  to  join 
the  Baptists  ;  promising,  that  if  her  husband 
joined  another  ehurch  he  would  engage  that 
she  might  sometimes  attend  her  kuwantTs 
meeting  ! 

While  professors  were  thus  quarreling, 
their  converts  began  to  study  the  Scriptures, 
and  a  number  have  declare  their  disiwlief 
in  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery.  Thus 
ended  this  wonderful  revival.  J.  F. 

LautreneetiUe,  Dec.  1830. 
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RELIGIOUS  NOTICES. 

Br.  Bullard  will  preach  on  Monday  evening, 
Feb.  14th,  at  Erieville;  text,  2  Peter  iii :  17,18 
— on  Tuesday  evening,  at  Nelson  Flats;  text. 
Matt,  xii:  31,  32 — on  Wednesday  evening,  at 
Cazenovia ;  text,  Rom.  vi :  23. 

Br.  D.  Skinner  will  preach  at  South  New- 
Borlin  on  the  first  Sunday  in  February— one 
week  from  to-morrow — when  the  desk  in  thie 
Tilkige  will  be  supplied  by  the  junior  Editor. 

Aozrt  at  Trot. — Mr.  Pardon  Crandall  is 
appointed  agent  for  this  paper  in  Troy.  Our 
subscribers  there  who  are  indebted  for  former 
volumes, may  make  payment  for  the  same  to  him. 

GETTING  RELIGION. 

I  “  I  have  tried,  and  tried,  and  tried  to  get  reli¬ 
gion,”  said  a  little  girl  in  New-Hartfbrd,  during 
the  late  excitement  in  that  place,  “till  1  have 
got  discouraged,  and  I  wont  try  any  more.”— 
Tliis,  by  other  little  girls,  (who  had  been  more 
fortunate  than  herself,  in  “getting religion,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  apprehensions,)  was  considered 
almost  an  unpardonable  sin.  But  the  poor  lit¬ 
tle  girl  was  perfectly  innocent  in  this  expression. 
She  spoke  according  to  her  apprehensions  of  the 
matter  in  hand.  She  probably  stipposed  reli¬ 
gion  was  some  mysterious  being  or  thing — 
whether  material  or  immaterial,  she  did  not 
know — that  would  come  by  some  particulv  in¬ 
cantations,  enter  in,  and  take  possession  of  her. 
And  this  opinion  she  had  innocently  imbibed 
from  her  religious  teachers  and  assoenrtes.— 
Hence,  she  never  so  much  as  dreamed  that 
“pure  religion,  and  undefiled  before  God  and 
the  Father,  is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherlers  and 
widows  in  their  affliction,  and  keep  ourselves 
unspotted  from  the  world.”  The  Lord  have 
mercy  on  teachers  whose  pupils  imbibe  such 
ideas  of  religion,  as  this  innocent  little  girl  had 
imbibed.  S. 
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{ftrtk*  Mtftiin*  tni  JdveiSit.] 

Rtev^end  Sits^In  •*  sober  earnestness,** 

I  wduln  beg  leaVe  to  "sk  of  you  whether  the 
rdllbwih^  passages  in  the  Old  Testament, 
khb  in  fact,  prophecies,  as  is  universally  be¬ 
lieved,  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  or  not; 
or  whether  they  are  prophecies  at  all.  The 
first  passage  to  which  I  would  solicit  your 
attention,  may  be  found  in  Isa.  vii.  14.-- 

Behold  a  virgin  shall  conceive,  and  bear  a 
son,  and  shall  call  his  nanne  Immanuel.” 
The  next  may  be  found  in  Isa.  liii.  4.  and 
is  as  follows,  viz  :  Surely  he  hath  borne 
our  griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrows”— and 
is  the  same  that  Matthew  attempted  to  quote, 
when  he  says,  "  and  he  cast  out  the  spirits 
[devils^  with  his  word,  and  healed  all  that 
were  sick.”  The  next  may  be  found  in 
Deut.  xviii.  15.  "The  Lord  thy  God  will 
raise  up  unto  thee  a  prophet  from  the  midst 
of  them,  of  thy  brethren,  like  unto  me,  un¬ 
to  him  ye  shall  hearken.”  In  order  not  to 
be  tedious.  I  will  for  the  present  only  beg 
to  refer  you  to  one  passage  more — Ex.  xii. 
46,  "  A  bone  of  him  shall  not  be  broken.” 
Your  opinion  in  relation  to  this  inquiry 
will  oblige  a  friend  and  well  wisher,  not 
only  to  you,  but  to  all  mankind.  H. 

Utica,  January  17,  1831. 

ANSWER. 

The  "sober  earnestness”  of  our  correspon¬ 
dent  entitles  him  to  a  sober  and  honest  reply  to 
the  above  questions. 

Though  it  is  probably  true,  that  a  majority  of 
Christians  have  considered  all  the  texts  referred 
to,  as  prophecies,  and  prophecies  too,  of  our 
Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  yet,  it  is  not  true  that 
they  have  "universally”  believed  thus.  Se 
eannotsay  of  the  first  text  named,  (Isa.  vii :  14.) 
that  we  believe  it  is  a  prophecy  of  our  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ.  Though  we  think  it  a  prophecy, 
we  think  it  had  primarily  no  reference  to  Jesus 
ofNazareth;  and  for  the  following  reason. 

The  circumstances  mentioned  in  connexion 
with  the  prediction,  do  not  countenance  such  an 
application,  as  the  primary  design  or  meaning 
of  the  text  A  confederacy  had  been  formed 
against  Ahaz  and  his  kingdom.  Ahaz,  being 
informed  of  this,  and  anxious  to  know  the  re¬ 
sult,  yet  refusing  to  inquire  of  the  Lord, — the 
Lord  voluntarily,  or  unasked,  makes  known  to 
him  the  sequel,  and  promises  (as  a  pledge  ofthe 
fulfilment  of  the  prediction,)  a  sign;  and  that 
sign  was  to  be  the  son  of  a  virgin.  The  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  prediction  was,  that  those  who  had 
conspired  against  Ahaz  should  not  succeed.— 
Their  council  "  shall  not  stand,  neither  shall  it 
eome  to  pass.  For  the  head  of  Syria  is  Damas¬ 
cus,  and  the  head  of  Damascus  is  Rezin ;  and 
within  tkret  start  and  fixe  years,  shall  Ephraim 
be  broken,  that  it  be  not  a  people.”  Then  fol¬ 
lows  the  promise  of  the  son  of  the  virgin,  after 
which  it  is  added,  "For  before  the  child  shall 
know  to  refuse  the  evil,  and  choose  the  good, 
the  land  that  thou  abhorrest  shall  be  forsaken  of 
both  her  kings.”  Again,  in  chapter  viii :  3, 4 — 
"And  I  went  unto  the  prophetess;  and  she 


conceived,  and  bare  a  son.  Then  said  the  Lord 
to  me.  Call  his  name  Maher-shalal-hash-baz : 
for  before  the  child  shall  have  knowledge  to 
cry  My  father,  and  my  mother,  the  riches  of 
Damascus  and  the  spoil  of  Samaria,  shall  be  ta¬ 
ken  away  before  the  kingof  Assyria.”  To  us, 
it  appears  evident,  that  these  predictions  all  re¬ 
late  to  the  same  period  and  the  same  events — 
that  the  whole  was  to  be  accomplished  within 
the  space  of  three  score  and  five  years,  and  that 
too,  during  the  life  time  of  Ahaz,  to  whom  the 
promise  was  made,  and  the  sign  given.  Of 
course  the  prediction  could  not  relate  to  Christ, 
who  wnts  not  born  till  seven  or  eight  hundred 
years  after  that  time,  and  of  whom  it  was  said, 

"  Thou  shall  call  his  name  Jesus;  (not  Maher- 
shalal-hash-baz)  for  he  shall  save  his  people 
from  their  sins.”  And  further,  had  not  the 
event  taken  place  during  the  lifo-time  ef  Ahaz, 
it  could  have  been  no  sign  to  him. 

The  next  passage  mentioned  by  "  H.”  is  Isa. 
liii :  4.  This,  we  believe,  is  a  prediction  of  our 
Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  "  Surely  he  hath  borne 
our  griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrows,”  that  is,  he 
was  borne  down  with  grief  and  sorrow,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  hard-hcartedness  and  unbelief  of 
his  brethren,  the  Jewish  nation ;  as  the  pro¬ 
phets  that  were  before  him  had  also  been ;  and 
which  he  clearly  manifested  by  his  lamentation 
over  Jerusalem.  "But  he  was  wounded  for 
(or  with)  our  transgressions.  ,  He  was  bruised 
for  (but  it  ought  to  read  with)  our  iniquities. — 
The  chastisment  of  our  peace  was  upon  him, 
and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed.”  That  is, 
they,  judging  themselves  to  be  righteous,  impo¬ 
sed  the  chastisement  upon  him  that  was  justly 
due  to  themselves,  imputing  their  own  unright¬ 
eousness  to  him.  Therefore,  by  his  stripes, 
(here  mctonomically  used  for  the  doctrine,  by 
promulgating  which  he  incurred  their  unjust 
chastisements,)  they  are  to  be  healed  of  the 
moral  maladies  caused  by  their  transgressions. 
And  in  like  manner,  (taking  the  language  quo¬ 
ted  in  Matthew,  in  connexion  with  its  context) 
as  the  power  of  God  manifested  in  Jesus,  in 
casting  out  demons,  and  healing  bodily  infirmi¬ 
ties,  was  taking  away  their  sicknesses,  and 
bearing  oft* their  infirmities;  so  ^ould  the  pow¬ 
er  of  his  grace  and  the  efficacy  of  his  gospel, 
when  received  and  practically  exemplified,  bear 
away  or  remove  all  moral  diseases  and  mental 
difficulties,  and  give  to  man  life,  peace  and  sal¬ 
vation. 

The  next  passage,  Deut  xviii :  15,  we  believe 
is  a  prediction  relating  to  our  Saviour,  that  is  so 
plain  as  to  need  no  comment  See  it  applied  by 
Peter,  Acts  iii :  22,  with  the  context 

The  last  text  referred  to  by  H.  is  Exod.  xii : 
46  which,  however,  he  erroneously  quotes. — 
The  text  reads,  "  neither  shall  ye  break  a  bone 
thereof.”  It  relates  to  the  numner  of  observing 
the  paaeover  among  the  Jews.  (See  a  parallel. 
Numbers  ix :  12).  We  think  this  einnunstance 


was  perhaps  designed  as  a  type  to  represent  e 
similar  circumstance  in  the  death  ef  Christ — 
that  not  a  bone  of  him  should  be  broken.  Christ 
is  called  by  the  apostle  Paul,  (1  Cor.  v  t  7,) 
"  our  Passover.”  See  relative  to  this  circum¬ 
stance,  Ps.  xxxiv :  20,  John  xix :  33 — 36. 

If  the  above  hasty  remarks  prove  a  source  of 
any  satisfaction  or  advantage  to  "  H,”  we  hope 
he  will  in  "  sober  earnestness”  read  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  ascertain  what  they  do,  and  what  they  do 
not,  teach,  and  find  them  able  to  make  him 
"  wise  unto  salvation.”  8. 


THE  REYIYAL  IN  ITTICA. 

We  are  frequently  asked  by  strangers,  or 
when  abroad,  "  Is  there  not  a  great  revival  of 
religion  in  Utica  T”  and  on  our  answering  that 
"there  is  a  revieal  there,”  without  calling  it  a 
revival  of  religion,  are  often  censured  for  being 
an  "enemy  to  all  righteousness.”  How  will 
these  good  Orthodox  people  stare,  when  they 
find  the  Presbyterian  Christian  Journal  calling 
their  loved  excitement  a  reeieal  of  Diabolism, 
as  he  docs  in  the  following  extract,  taken  from 
his  remarks  on  the  subject!  Read  in  haste,  and 
digest  at  leisure,  ye  followers  of  Lansing  and 
Finney,  "  with  what  appetite  you  may !” 

"  JVotkinfr,  it  seems  to  us.  can  be  more 
obvious  than  that  the  fpreat  adversary,  hav¬ 
ing  failed  thus  far,  to  oreak  down  the  church 
by  o/pen  opposition,  is  note  labouring  to  fill 
it  with  untoorthy  and  pharisaieal  members. 
Hence  its  varying  frames,  now  alive  and 
zealous — anon,  cold  and  dead.  As  revivalt 
become  the  objects  of  desire,  and  are  mul¬ 
tiplied,  the  danger  from  this  quarter  toitt  in¬ 
crease,  and  their  real  friends  will  need  to 
exercise  redoubled  vigilance.’* 

Verily,  friendly  revivalists,  but  this  is  goings 
step  beyond  the  "in/Sdef  Universalists:”  and  firom 
a  brother  in  the  fiiith,  too.  We  have  but  called 
revivals  the  work  of  men,  (of  %eieked  men,  it  is 
true,)  but  the  Christian  Journal  attributes  them 

to  the  "  GRXAT  ADVERSART  OF  TBZ  CHURCH”— 

in  plain  language,  THE  DEVIL! ! ! 

The  following  just  and  Christian  remarks, 
from  the  same  paper,  would,  we  think,  ent  like 
broken  glass  in  a  frosty  morning,  to  the  hearts 
of  those,  whose  piety  is  only  external— whose 
holiness  consists  in  professions — whose  religion 
is  nought  but  zeal,  and  their  righteouansM,  emp¬ 
ty  prayers.  As  such,  it  will  be  a  sweet  morsel 
indeed  to  our  ranting  revivalists,  with  Dr.  Lan¬ 
sing  at  their  head — or  rather,  perhaps,  "  Ike 
great  adversary  of  the  Church,”  as  the  Journal 
says. 

"  Neither  a  mere  name  to  live,  on  the  one 
hand,  nor  high  sounding  professions  and 
tiie  reiterated  cry.  "behold  my  zeal  for  the 
Lord,”  on  the  other,  are  now,  if  they  ever 
were,  to  be  trusted  as  the  best  evidences  of 
genuine  piety.  By  a  daiW  humble  walk 
with  God.  and  by  works  of  righteonsness, 
performed  not  to  be  seen  of  men,  but  be- 
canse  we  take  pleasure  therein,  we  are  to 
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commend  ourselvw  to  every  man’s  con¬ 
science  in  the  si^t  of  God.  Bt/  holy  liv¬ 
ing,  then,  on  the  part  of  its  mnmlx'rs,  be 
Uiey  few  or  many,  and  by  this  method  alone, 
can  we  expect  tlie  moral  power  of  the  church 
to  incrca.se.” 

Tliere  is  one  thing  in  the  above  which  w  c 
specially  approve — the  recommendation  of 
**  works  of  righteousness,  performed  not  to  be 
seen  of  men,  but  because  wc  take  pleasure  there¬ 
in.”  How  different  this  from  recommending 
public  donations  to  monied  institiitiotis — to  giv¬ 
ing  10,  50,  100,  1000,  or  20,000  dollars  to  some 
ostensibly  religious  purpose,  and  having  the 
deed  trumpeted  from  Maine  to  Florida  by  every 
paper  and  journal  interested  in  the  gitl  I  The 
prompting  motive  for  performing  such  works, 
is  as  different  from  tlie  motives  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian,  as  tlie  works  are  from  the  works  recom¬ 
mended  above.  ‘‘  Bicause  ice  take  pleasure 
therein’,”  not  because  wc  fear  the  tvradi  of  God, 
the  retributions  of  eternity,  the  endless  pains  of 
hell — not  because  wc  think  there  is  pleasure  in 
sin,  and  misery  in  virtue,  yet  forsake  the  one 
and  practice  the  other,  through  a  mere  fear  of 
the  consequences — No :  the  reason  given — the 
prompting  motive,  is  a  better  one  tlian  any  of 
these — it  is,  ”  Because  we  take  pleasure  tlierc- 
in,”  because  it  is  our  meat  and  drink  to  do  the 
will  of  our  heavenly  Parent — because  we  de¬ 
light  in  the  law  oftlic  Lord,  and  prefer  obeying 
his  commands,  for  the  internal  pleasure  of  so 
doing.  This  it  is  to  be  a  Christian  freeman — 
one  whom  Christ  has  made  flee  indeed — who 
is  “  not  only  a  hearer  but  a  deer  of  the  perfect 
law  of  liberty,”  and  is  tlicrcforc  “blessed  in 
his  deed.”  G. 


PUBLIC  DEBATE. 

A  public  debate  has  Lately  been  held  at  Mil¬ 
ford,  N.  J,,  between  Rev.  Wm.  L.  McCalla, 
Presbyterian,  (Dr.  Ely’s  “  pugilistic  theologi¬ 
an,”  ofPhiladelphia,)and  Mr.  Lane,  a  preacher 
of  die  Christian  connexion,  from  Ohio,  on  the 
question,  “  Is  Jesus  Christ,  the  supreme  and 
eternal  God?”  Mr.  McCalla  maintaining  the 
BfRrm.itiTe,  and  Mr.  Lane  the  negative.  The 
debate  was  continued  four  days,  from  10  o’clock 
A.  M.  till  3  P.  .M.  'Phe  Gospel  Luminary,  a 
Christian  paper,  published  in  Now  York,  rep¬ 
resents  Mr.  Lane,  though  a  young  man  of  but 
small  education,  and  far  loss  com^ielcnt  to  man¬ 
age  die  debate,  widi  such  an  opponent,  than 
many  other  preachers  of  that  coiine.xion,  as, 
nevertheless,  obtaining  .a  most  splendid  victory 
— a  complete  triumph  over  his  antagonist :  so 
that  at  the  close  of  the  third  d.ay  he  wididrcw, 
declining  any  further  debate  widi  him.  On  die 
other  hand,  a  writer  in  the  last  week’s  Phil- 
adelpliian,”  signing  his  article  ‘  An  eye  witness' 
represents  Mr.  McCalla  as  completely  victori¬ 
ous,  having  actually  ground  his  antagonist  to 
powder.  *1110  probability  is,  the  truth  lies  he- 
bcccn  these  two  statements ;  or  else  there  is  no 


truth  in  either.  But  of  all  the  sickening,  dis¬ 
gusting,  fiilsome,  adulatory  pancgyristsw’ehavc 
ever  hoard  or  read,  the  extravagant  description 
ofMr.  McCalla’s  wonderful  prowess  as  a  “  pu¬ 
gilistic  theologian” — the  account  in  the  Phila¬ 
delphian,  exceeds  the  whole.  He  speaks  of  his 
“  draining  out”  of  his  ojipoiicnt  “  the  foul  and 
fildiy  dregs”  of  his  system — of  the  ‘united 
force  of  Mr.  McCalla’s  wit,  and  satire,  and  ar¬ 
gument” — says,  “  when  he  poured  down  upon 
their  (the  Unitarians’ )  blasphemies  that  scathing 
and  withering  satire  of  which  he  is  such  a 
mighty  master,  they  looked  as  if  molten  lead 
were  hurled  upon  them  ;  and  then  turning  from 
this,  ho  would  let  loose  such  a  torrent  of  wit, 
thateven  dieirown  friends  convulsively  shook.” 
After  this  he  has  the  blasphemous  impudence 
and  folly  to  ascribe  all  this  to  the  influence  of 
“the  Spirit,  and  the  animating  thought  that  his 
Josus  permitted  him  to  stand  forth  in  his  name, 
fired  with  the  holy  .'uiibition  of  walking  in  the 
train  of  a  conquering  Redeemer  !”  He  repre¬ 
sents  Mr.  McCalla  as  quite  an  angel — almost  a 
God,  and  his  opponent,  as  a  poor,  weak,  wick¬ 
ed,  illiteiate  ignoramus.  We  should  think,  by 
the  bye,  it  would  be  no  very  great  honor  to  a 
learned  and  talented  divine  to  be  engaged  with, 
or  even  foil,  such  an  opponent  as  he  represents 
Mr.  Lane  to  be.  And  were  not  the  account 
published  in  the  Philadelphian,  we  should  sup¬ 
pose  it  was  intended  as  a  perfect  burlesque  of 
Mr.  McCalla’s  Christian  character. 

'Die  account  of  him  and  his  talents  forcibly  re¬ 
minded  us  of  the  following  aneedote : — An  old 
lady,  extravagantly  fond  of  her  good  minister, 
in  attempting  to  bestow  on  him  a  panegyric,  as 
to  his  extraordinary  worth,  talents  and  greatness, 
remarked,  “  I  have  often  thought  our  minister 
was  the  greatest  man  that  nature  ever  produced. 
Indeed,  I  sometimes  think  he  is  as  great,  even 
as  Christ  himself.”  “  Hold,  hold  1”  said  a 
by-stander,  “you  are  guilty  of  blasphemy,  in 
making  such  a  comparison  as  this.”  “  Well,” 
said  the  old  lady,  “  if  he  is  not  as  great  as  Christ, 
I  am  sure  he  is  equal  to  Anti-Christ  I"  S. 


HERESY. 

“  Orthodox — Orthodox — who  believe  in  John  Knox, 
Let  me  sound  an  alann  to  jronr  conseienee, 

Tiiere's  a  heretic  biast  has  been  blown  in  tlie  wast, 
That  what  is  no  eenit  must  be  nonstnte.” — Burps, 

By  the  Boston  Recorder,  os  quoted  in  the 
Christian  Journ.al  of  this  village,  we  learn,  that 
Doctor  Beecher,  in  his  tliird  lecture  on  Catlioli- 
cism,  asserted,  but  three  dep.artmcnts  of  know¬ 
ledge  are  assigned  to  man  :  “tlie  Senses,  Rea¬ 
son,  Faith.  Each  of  these  faculties  is  the  final 
judge  of  whatever  comes  within  its  appropriate 
sphere;  and  what  God  reveals  to  us  by  one,  he 
will  not  contradict  by  cither  of  the  others,  for 
that  would  bo  for  God  to  contradict  himself — 
God  may  reveal  by  Faith,  that  which  is  abore 
Reason,  and  beyond  the  cognizance  of  the  Sen¬ 
ses  ;  but  he  cannot  reveal  by  Faith  th.at  which  is 


contrary  to  tlie  evidence  of  Reason  and  the  Sen¬ 
ses  acting  within  their  appropriate  limits.” 

We  are  astonished  at  the  audacity  of  the 
Doctor,  and  can  only  account  for  it,  by  suppo¬ 
sing  that  his  zeal  to  oppose  Popery,  outrun  bis 
discretion.  The  evidence  of  our  Senses  teaches 
us  that  three  persons  must  be  three  persons — 
that  the  Father  cannot  be  his  own  Son,  norths 
Son  his  own  Father — and  human  reason,  in  all 
ages,  declares,  tliat  three  times  one  makes  three 
— that  three  infinities  cannot  exist  in  one  infini¬ 
ty,  nor  one  infinite  Being  be  divisible  into  three 
infinite  persons — how  then  can  God,  by  faith, 
reveal  unto  us  the  existence  of  the  Orthodox  Su¬ 
preme  Being — the  existence  of  their  “  holy  and 
indivisible  trinity”! 

“Who  are  meant  by  the  term  Orthodox!” 
said  a  young  gentleman  to  one  of  our  friends,  in 
the  Borough  of  Columbia,  Pa.  “  They  who 
believe  tliat  three  times  one  makes  ONE” — woe 
the  appropriate  answer — but  we  never  heard 
that  tlie  belief  of  this  dogma  was  in  accordance 
with  sound  reason,  common  sense,  or  the  na¬ 
tural  senses  of  man.  Is  Dr.  Beecher  Orthodox 
—does  he  not  believe  “that  three’s  an«  and 
twa,"  as  Burns  has  expressed  it!  G. 

RELIGIOUS  UN’TRUTHS. 

By  a  communication  in  our  last  week’s  pa- 
paper,  we  noticed  the  exaggerated  reports  res¬ 
pecting  the  revivals  in  this  place,  New-Hart- 
fbrd,  &c.  The  editor  of  the  Christian  Journal, 
with  a  milky  mildness,  speaks  ofit  as  a  custom, 
but  without  seeming  to  doubt  the  truth  of  such 
reports,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  ex¬ 
tract,  taken  from  a  series  of  essays,  headed 
“  Symptoms  of  Arminianism,”  and  aimed  at 
tlie  Methodistic  revival  plans  of  Finney  Co. 

G. 

“The  exni^emtcd  reports  spread  through 
the  country  by  the  professed  friends  of  re¬ 
vivals  that  the  work  is  going  on  in  such  and 
such  places  with  wonderful  power ;  that  ao 
many  were  converted  at  a  given  place,  at  a 
three  days  meeting  ; — such  a  number  in 
another  place,  at  an  evening  prayer-meet¬ 
ing  ;  and  thus  magnifying  what  is  found, 
when  the  truth  comes  to  be  known,  to  be 
only  a  matter  of  ordinary  occurrence  at  such 
a  season,  into  a  kind  of  miracle,  as  though 
God  was  in  very  deed  departing  from,  and 
rising  above,  his  usual  course  of  opera¬ 
tions.” 

ANECDOTE. 

On  Friday,  Qlst,  when  the  thermometer  in 
various  situations  ranged  from  18  to  32  degrees 
below  zero,  a  gentleman  entered  a  public  house 
in  this  vicinity,  complaining  much  of  the  severe 
cold.  The  host  expressed  his  wonder  that  any 
one,  who  had  no  compulsory  business,  would 
stir  out  in  such  weather;  to  which  die  other  re¬ 
plied,  th.at  he  had  been  taking  Dr.  Lansing  to 
Utica.  “Ah!”  replied  the  landlord,  “I  be¬ 
lieve  I  would  stir  out  too,  to  get  Dr.  Lansing 
out  of  anyplace  in  which  I  resided.”  G. 
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TIIANK8  TO  MR.  FINNEY. 

We  tender  to  the  Rev.  Charles  G.  Finney 
ear  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  signal  services  he 
has  rendered  us,  since  he  has  been  in  Roches¬ 
ter.  Universalism  was  in  a  very  low  and  de¬ 
pressed  condition  in  Rochester,  at  the  time  he 
first  went  to  tliat  place.  We  had  only  eleven 
subscribers  tliere,  at  that  time — he  has  been  the 
means  of  more  than  trebling  our  list — we  have 
now  35  subscribers  there,  and  tlie  number  is  al¬ 
most  daily  increasing.  Wo  should  be  willing 
to  pay  Mr.  Finney  a  handsome  reward  for  tra¬ 
velling  through  this  state,  visiting  the  principal 
cities  and  towns,  and  preaching  against  Univer¬ 
salism.  His  labors  would  be  of  immense  ad¬ 
vantage  in  extending  the  circulation  of  this  pa¬ 
per.  _ S. 

[For  the  Magazine  and  Advocate.] 

Rev.  D.  Skinner — Having  received  in¬ 
formation  from  one  of  the  pupils  under  the 
instruction  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whittlesey,  in 
Utica,  that  a  number  of  Universalist  min¬ 
isters  had  come  over  to  the  Calvinistic  faith, 
and  confessed  they  had  preached  the  most 
erroneous  doctrine  ;  having  now  become 
believers,  and  solicited  the  prayers  of  the 
righteous  orthodox,  1  am  induced  to  soli¬ 
cit  information  from  you  on  the  subject,  ho¬ 
ping  you  will  indulge  me  this  favor. 

There  are  a  number  of  bug-bear  stories  in 
the  letter  from  Miss  H******  L***  (a  late 
ortliodox  proselyte)  to  her  sisters  in  Scotts- 
ville,  of  the  same  faith,  which  are  used  much, 
and  with  no  small  success.  Now  sir,  these 
stories  are  so  public,  I  think  it  proper  (if 
they  are  not  true)  to  give  the  truth  publicity 
in  the  Magazine  and  Advocate,  for  which  I 
am  a  subscriber. 

N.  B.  In  one  instance  it  is  reported,  and 
believed  by  some,  that  you  have  renounced 
the  Abrahamic  faith!  Some  intelligence 
from  you  on  this  subject,  will  much  oblige 
your  friend,  A.  T.  L. 

Monroe  eo,  Jan.  24th,  1831. 

ANSWER. 

If  any  Universalist  ministers,  or  even  laymen, 
have  lately  renounced  their  sentiments  and  em- 
braced  orthodoxy,  we  have  not  been  apprised 
of  it — no  instance  of  the  kind  has  come  to  our 
knowledge — although  we  have  authe.itic  ac¬ 
counts  almost  every  week  of  some  orthodox 
preachers  renouncing  the  bloody  doctrine  of 
John  Calvin,  and  embracing  the  heavenly  doc¬ 
trine  that  God  is  “  the  Saviour  of  all  men.”  As 
it  respects  our  own  case,  we  confess  it  is  true 
We  have  been  for  some  time  past  ”  under  deep 
toneietion” — and  this  conviction  grows  deeper 
and  stronger  each  day  wc  live — a  conviction 
that  some,  at  least,  of  our  Presbyterian  neigh¬ 
bors  will  utter  false  and  slanderous  accusations 
against  their  neighbors,  when  the  truth  would 
do  much  better — a  conviction  too,  thorough  and 
anwavering,  that  notwithstanding  the  vile  ac¬ 
cusations  and  aspersions  that  are  daily  thrown 
out  against  the  character  of  the  true  and  living 
God  "  who  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and 


come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth”— represent¬ 
ing  him  as  the  most  implacable  of  all  enemies — 
he  is,  nevertheless,  the  universal  Father,  and 
Friend,  and  Saviottr  of  kis  children. 

We  would  thank  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whittlesey  to 
teach  their  pupils  better  employment  than  th.it 
of  slandering  the  names  and  characters  of  their 
neighbors.  For  what  can  be  more  I  ibellous  than 
accusing  one  of  renouncing  tlie  Bible  doctrine, 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Satiour  of  the  world,  and 
embracing  the  creed  of  the  murderer  of  Serve- 
tus,  when  not  guilty  of  the  crime  1  Perhaps, 
however,  they  taught  their  pupils  better,  and 
this  young  Miss  has  disregarded  their  counsel. 
We  shall  be  happy  to  learn  that  tliis  is  the  fact. 

S. 

SOMETHING  WRONG. 

A  friend  in  Marietta,  Pa.  writes  that  several 
numbers  of  the  last  volume,  in  succession,  have 
not  reached  our  patrons  there,  and  that  the  first 
numbers  of  the  present  volume  have  not  reached 
there  as  soon,  by  some  time,  as  they  should  have 
done  had  they  been  regularly  forwarded ^along 
the  route.  It  is  probable  that  the  missing  num¬ 
bers  may  have  been  forwarded  to  Marietta,  Ohio, 
by  the  carelessness  of  some  Post  Master,  who 
has  never  looked  further  than  the  first  name  of 
the  direction.  Such  mistakes  often  occur,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  those  Post  Masters  who  forget 
tliat  there  are  mamj  Po.t  offices  in  t(fe  different 
states,  and  even  in  tlie  same  state,  bearing  the 
same  name.  For  their  edification  on  this  sub¬ 
ject,  we  would  refer  them  to  the  many  Mount 
PUasants,  If'ashingtons,  See.,  on  their  lists  of 
Post  Offices — and  exhort  them,  as  they  regard 
their  oaths,  to  be  a  little  more  particular.  G. 

A  FACT. 

“  The  Jetee  have  no  dealings  with  the  Samaritans." 

John  IV :  9. 

That  is  one  fact — at  least  it  was  a  fact  in  our 
Saviour's  day — and  we  believe  it  is  a  fact  in  our 
own.  But  why  was  it  sot  Ah,  the  Samaritans 
were  heretics — they  did  not  believe  as  the  Jews 
did  on  many  subjects,  and  therefore  the  Jews 
would  have  no  dealings  with  them.  That  the 
Samaritans  were  not  a  worse  people  in  a  general 
point  of  view,  may  be  inferred  from  the  parable 
of  our  Saviour,  who  exalted  them  far  above  the 
Jews — and  from  his  conduct  in  healing  the  Sa¬ 
maritan  daughter,  and  asking  to  drink  water 
drawn  from  Jacob's  well,  by  a  Samaritan  hand. 

But  how  is  this  fact  in  our  day  T  Our  Phari¬ 
sees  will  not  deal  with  heretics.  Wanting  a  few 
half  cents  for  a  particular  purpose,  we  despatch¬ 
ed  a  lad,  with  a  sixpence  to  get  it  changed.  He 
entered  a  store  on  his  errand.  A  gentleman 
(he  may  be  a  gentleman  by  name,  but  his  con¬ 
duct  docs  not  prove  him  a  Christian,)  asked  him 
“You  live  with  Mr.  GroshT”  Boy.  “YesSir.” 
Gent.  “  The  man  that  prints  the  Magazine  and 
Advocate?”  B.  “Yes Sir.”  G.  “Well;  go 
along  I  I  shan't  change  it  for  a  Universalist— 
go  along  with  you  1”  G. 


EDITORIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Our  agent  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Wayne  county, 
Pa.  writes: — 

“  Liberal  principles  are  gaininj^ound  here, 
though  opposed  at  all  points.  The  want  of 
preaching  is  severely  felt  It  is  amusing  to  see 
all  parties  .acknowledge  that  Universalism  has 
done  much  good,  in  silencing  the  persecuting 
clamors  of  three  orthodox  churches  in  this  town. 
Formerly  their  members  could  h.vdly  sper.^ 
quietly  to  each  other  in  public.  They  frequently 
had  disgraceful  brawls  at  meetings,  but  tliev  are 
now  united  in  persecuting  Universalists.  Their 
malicious  attacks  and  mean  insinuations  are 
opening  the  eyes  of  the  candid,  and  promoting 
investigation  in  all  social  circlet. 

I  was  lately  much  diverted  to  hear  a  zealous 
professor  declare,  that  Universalism  was  cer¬ 
tainly  gaining  ground  ;  and  he  proved  (logical¬ 
ly)  the  truth  of  the  statement  by  asserting  that 
“  when  a  man  became  a  Universalist,  it  was  the 
result  of  reflection — and  he  never  changes— so 
(said  he,)  one  with  them  counts  one,  and  they 
lose  none.”  T.  W. 

ANOTHER  CONVERSION  IN  THE  MINISTIIT. 

“  I  have  not  seen  it  noticed  in  your  paper,  that 
Elder  John  Simonds,  of  the  Baptist  connexion, 
has  renounced  the  doctrine  of  unmerciful  pun¬ 
ishment,  and  h.'tsbeen  for  several  months  preach¬ 
ing  tlie  glorious  truth  of  a  world’s  salvation.  He 
finds  by  experience,  that  he  must  both  labor  and 
suffer  reproach,  if  he  trusts  in  “  the  living  God 
who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men.”  J.  F. 

A  correspondent  from  Felt’s  Mills,  Jefferson 
county,  writes  respecting  the  cause  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words : — 

“The  cause  of  truth  is  very  prosperous  in 
this  place,  though  we  have  no  regular  preaching, 
and  seldom  any  at  all ;  none  since  I  have  been 
in  the  vicinity.  Day  meetings,  prayer  meetings, 
evening  meetings,  anxious  meetings,  and  watch 
meetings,  are  constantly  held  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  by  the  different  sects  of  Limitarians,  and 
the  damnable  heresy  of  God’s  iUimitabU  good¬ 
ness  is  dcn!o  1  with  all  the  asperity  and  virulence 
that  was  exercised  by  the  Pharisees  against  our 
blessed  Saviour;  yet,  there  are  those,  who  but 
a  short  time  since,  world  turn  their  backs  when 
your  paper  w'as  offered  them,  who  now  read  it 
with  pleasure,  and  I  expect  soon  to  be  able  to 
present  you  some  of  their  names  as  patrons  of 
your  publication.  Myself,  with  many  others, 
attended  tlie  association  at  Antwerp,  last  June, 
with  the  hope  of  hearing  you  expound  the 
Scriptures ;  though  wc  were  disappointed,  yet, 
we  enjoyed  “a  feast  of  reason  and  a  flow  of 
soul,”  long  to  bn  remembered.  Some  attended 
out  of  curiosity,  stating  as  they  went,  that  they 
would  not  believe  in  Universalism  for  all  the 
world  ;  but  on  their  return,  declared  they  did 
not,  before,  think  the  Bible  contained  so  muck 
of  it,  and  that  they  must  begin  to  look  for  them¬ 
selves  more,  and  pay  ministers  less,  far  looking 
for  them.  I  was  witness,  not  long  since,  to  an 
anecdote,  which  I  could  not  but  remember.  A 
sound  Presbyterian  was  observing  to  his  neigh¬ 
bor,  that  the  water  turning  his  mill,  was  suffi¬ 
ciently  powerful  to  destroy  the  devil,  asking  bis 
neighbor  at  the  same  time,  if  he  did  not  wish 
the  devil  was  placed  there,  that  he  might  be 
destroyed?  '‘O!  no,”  says  the  other,  “were 
the  devil  to  be  destroyed,  our  Orthodox  brethren 
would  have  no  temptation  to  honesty — no  love 
for  God — no  zeal  for  piety  nor  religion — and 
Presbyterian  ministers  must  go  naked  and  h«n- 
gry,  or  go  to  work  1”  F.  L- 
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The  Ibllowlag:  exedleol  lines  were  handed  an  hr  ■  (Head, 
whn  inibnned  ns  that  he  penned  them  at  the  dietation  oT 
dieir  aalhor,  who  la  deiNired  of  the  nae  of  that  moat 
haaolMU  and  beealirjruif  of  all  our  aeneea  tifU. 

G. 

[Ft  <A(  Magmtint  and  JdwcMt.] 

IMMORTALITY. 

And  la  k  tree  that  man  shall  cease  to  he 
When  he  tetnms  to  mother  earth  again — 
Annlhilatinn  be  his  destiny, 

And  all  bis  powers  insensible  remain  T 
O!  drcndlbl  thought,  to  er'ry  thinking  mind, 

That  Sadi  shenld  be  the  lot  Shaman  kind. 

Man,  in  the  scale  orbeing,  Ihela  his  weight. 

Inferior  ereatnres  own  his  wide  control — 

Bat  eheqaer'd  scenes  attend  his  mortal  state. 

And  Joy  and  grief  are  mingled  in  his  bowl; 

TSr  samKhing  still  he  breathes  a  secret  sigh, 

Ssawfeiag  that  earth  iiaetfean  ne’er  supply. 

What  Is  that  secret  thing,  for  which  we  breathe. 

For  which  we  look  with  ezpectationa  high — 
Which  Heaven  alone  to  mortals  could  beqaestb  t 
’niat  secret  thing  is  immortality : 
fc  opeasto  the  sool  a  prospect  wide  and  free, 

A  pros|ieei  boandleas  as  eternity. 

The  weary  aonl,  oppressed  with  grievons  woes, 
Bxpeets  at  last  to  And  a  sweet  abode. 

When  all  these  fleeting  scenes  oflife  shall  dose, 
la  the  bright  presence  ofher  Maker,  Ood. 

Wis  Chrisliaa  kmgs  those  endless  josrs  to  share— 

'nc  savage  hopes  to  gain  admittance  there. 

Plate  this  sacred  doctrine  did  believe, 

Twaa  on  this  sohiect  that  be  reasoned  well — 
Worn  Christ,  more  clear  instmetions  we  receive. 
And  greater  light,  oor  doubling  to  dispel  s 
For  he  hath  made  salvation  full  and  flee. 

And  purchased  life  and  immortality. 

And  If  we  ne’er  indulge  a  future  hope. 

Bat  look  alone  fer  happineos,  to  earth, 

What  then  ahaO  bear  oor  sinking  spirits  op. 

Where  griefis  blended,  even  with  our  mirth  T 
Wkhaot  that  hope  of  future  life  and  light, 

Fmnrity  ia  one  unbounded  night. 

O!  thou  blest  volume,  in  whose  pages,  bright 
Eternal  truth  with  candor  is  dotted  | 

Whose  sacred  precepts  will  direct  aright 
Hie  wise  researches  of  a  prudent  mind — 

Without  that  light,  thy  pages  shed  abroad, 

Maa  af*cr  had  known  his  Savioor  and  his  God ! 

But  when  the  glorious  son  of  truth  doth  shine. 

Its  Ineid  rays  soon  dissipate  the  gloom. 

Four  on  the  sool  a  flood  of  light  divine. 

And  abed  their  iustre  Aur  beyond  the  tomb ; 

The  cyeof  Fakh  looks  forward  and  surveys 
These  Uissfnl  scenes,  the  future  world  displays. 

When,  to  the  tomb,  we  see  our  fticads  convey'd. 
And  to  their  relics  bid  a  last  adieu — 

When  ia  the  sileni  dust,  their  forms  are  laid, 

Thote  pleasing  forms  that  we  were  wont  to  view — 
What  bnmka  the  force  ofdire  AflUction's  rod? 

Ihc  humble  hope,  their  souls  shall  dwell  with  God. 

IV  God  of  Nature,  in  whose  works  we  sen 
Vnerring  wisdom  and  unbounded  love— 

Who  knows  the  secrets  of  eternity. 

Who  regulates  the  starry  worlds  above — 

Hath  wisely  hidden,  llem  oor  mortal  ken, 

Hw  ihtaie  lot  of  all  the  sons  of  men. 

What,  though  the  foture  be  conceal’d  from  sight, 

T»  hope  flir  immortality  is  wise— 

This  ba^  wfll  make  cur  present  bardeas  light, 

A*1  firs  nseoafldeaee  la  foture  joys 
PIspel  AaaihBaflao’s  flightihl  gloom. 

Aad  with  to  beams,  Death’s  darken’d  vale  iDnme. 

J.  M.  D. 


[Far  UU  Magmttnt  and  ddoscatr.] 

LINESy 

IFrMrn  snlbr  DtaU  •/  Affet  HuUrDt  BtmuwitU  Ktim. 
Aster,  thou  art  now  at  rest- 
Thou  the  vale  of  Death  hast  trod  t 
Sister,  thou  art  now  a  guest 
In  tto  Temple  oftby  God. 

Earth  to  earth— and  doat  to  dost— 

Oay  moat  join  its  kindred  clay— 

Tis  a  mandate  good  and  joal— 

Man  must  wither  and  decay ! 

But  Jebovah’a  strong  behest. 

Conquers  ail  the  ills  of  time — 

For  the  mind  will  live  and  rest. 

In  n  purer,  happier  clime. 

Jordan’s  waves,  by  tempest  tossed. 

Reach  not  Canaan’s  happy  band : 

Death’s  dark  ocean  thou  hast  crossed  t 
Thou  bast  reached  the  ‘spirit  laud.' 

An  can  never  taint  thee  now — 

Peace  immortal  never  fail^- 
Glory  rests  upon  thy  brow — 

Glory  in  thy  heart  prevails ! 

In  unyielding  fokh,  tby  heart 
SoiTow  (Vom  and  doubt  waa  flue  i 
Calmly  thou  didst  hence  depart. 

Evermore  with  Christ  to  be. 

In  this  precious  Ciith  we  stand. 

Anchored  ia  our  hope  above,— 

JU  shall  join  tbe  happy  band. 

In  tbe  smiles  of  holy  love. 

Aster,  tboo  art  now  at  rest — 

Tboo  tbe  vale  of  Death  hast  trod  t 
Aater,  thou  art  now  a  guest. 

In  Uk  Temple  ofthy  God 

PkiUdelpkia,  yaaaory,  1831.  A.  C.  T. 


MARRIAGES. 


In  Schnylrr,  on  Thursday  last,  by  Rev.  D.  Skinner, 
Mr.  Drmitl  Baxter,  of  Herkimer,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Hugke,  of  the  Ibrmer  place. 

At  Sauqooil,  on  the  34lh  ult.,  by  Rev.  Waller  Bullard, 
Mr.  Tkomae  Spurr,  of  Columbus,  to  Mrs.  Nosey  Smitk, 
of  the  Ibrmer  place. 


DBATB8. 


At  his  residence,  in  Richlield,  Otsego  county,  on  the 
33d  of  October  lost,  of  a  fover,  Mr.  Eleater  0'kipple,  in 
Uiedlst  yearof  hisage.  Intbedeath  ofthis  worthy  man, 
his  wife  has  been  defsived  of  a  kind  and  oflectiooate  bus- 
band — his  children  of  an  indulgeni  (hther— .and  society  of 
one  of  its  greatest  ornaments.  His  wife  has  been  blind 
about  lliree  years,  but  she  has  the  sight  of  the  mind,  tliat 
gem  of  inestimable  value,  which  thousands  of  the  human 
family  are  not  in  possession  oC,  to  support  her  in  her  af¬ 
flictions — foith  in  me  doctrine  of  oni  versal  holiness.  May 
she  always  east  her  cares  on  that  Being,  who  has  declar¬ 
ed  lie  will  be  a  Father  to  the  fotherleas,  and  the  widow’s 
God.  8.  W. 

Mrs.  Whipple  has  also  had  the  misfortune  to  bury  a 
daughterj  who  died  the  15th  September  last,  at  her  fo- 
ther’s,  of  a  fever,  in  the  20(h  year  ofher  age. 


LETTERS  CONTAINING  REMITTANCES, 
Received  at  tkit  ojkee  daring  tke  week  ending  Jan'y  Vtik. 

H.  P.,  Clarkson,  S3;  G.  N.,  Canandaigna,  S3 ;  J.J., 
Mountain  Ridge.,  SI ;  B.  V.,  Covington,  S3 ;  P.C.,Troy, 
S5;  J.  8.  D.,  Bethany,  Pa.  S7t  I.  M.  F.,  D.  K.,  L.  P., 
B.  AV.,  and  A.  W.  A,  Pembroke,  81,50,  each;  J.  W., 
Batavia,  81,50;  T.  8.,  Onondaga,  SO;  C.  L.,  Camillas, 
S3;  D.  T.,Tabeig,  82;  L.  W.  C.,li0wvUle,S2;  A.  R., 
Vanburen,  82 ;  B.  Patriot,  IihI.  S5  ;  J.  B.  and  A.  AB., 
Middlsport,  81,50,  each ;  R.  R.,  Borodino,  Mich.  Ter.  86 ; 
B.  W.  Jr.,  Brasher,  84 ;  C.  H.  A,  Forks,  83. 


BOOK-BINDING. 

Owing  M  numerouB  and  repealed  ruqnem,  ws  haw 
decoaed  k  proper  to  notiiy  <mr  mends,  that  w«  will  ra. 
ceHe  ibeir  fllca  of  tbe  Msgsziiie  aad  Advocate,  get  them 


bound  to  order,  and  bow  them  ready  for  dallWry^  when 
flnished,  at  our  offloe  again<  Those  of  our  IHei^  who 
wish  to  avail  themselves  of  flrtf  ftquesied  to 

forward  their  files  on  or  before  (he  espiraRfoa  of  the  neat 
month,  (February,)  as  it  Is  our  desire  to  have  them  com- 
mended  and  finished  as  soon  as  possible. 

AGENCY. 

Br>  1),  HeskI,  of  this  vieinify,  intends  siartktg  (lua 
here  on  Monday,  7lh  of  February  nelt,  for  New-Yerk, 
Hartford,  Bostou.and  ProvIdeDe-!,  sndotfefsbis  services 
as  an  agent,  to  transact  any  business  on  his  route,  or  upon 
his  return  to  this  vicinity  again.  He  will  reeeiw  suh- 
scriplions,  Ac.,  for  this  paper,  from  any  persons  on  his 
route,  who  may  wish  to  fiivor  us  through  his  agency. 


[For  Ike  Magazine  and  Advveata.] 

ORIGINAL  ANECDOTE. 

Mr.  S— ,  of  Attics,  recently  fell  in  company  with  Mr. 
C— ,  a  MetholisI  clergyman ;  and  alter  interchanging 
aenlimenisa  few  moments,  Mr.S— sb8erved,“Bro{W 

C - ,  I  suppose  you  have  an  ardent  desire  to  beeomo 

(amiliarly  acquainted  with  the  sublime  mysteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  Heaven ;  and  to  grow  in  grace  and  the  know, 
ledge  of  God,  until  you  come  to  the  perfect  Mature  of 
Christ,— and  in  order  to  obtain  an  object  so  desiruble,  will 
you  not  become  a  subscriber  to  the  Magazine  and  Advo¬ 
cate  7"  To  which  the  Rev.  gentleman  r^ied,  “  Mr.  1^—, 
I  do  not  know  yon  as  a  Brotker.”  “  Ah,  indeed!  well, 
this  ia  not  very  remarkable — JoMpb’s  brethren  did  not 
recognize  Aim,  when  they  saw  him  iu  ^7pt;  oevertbo- 
less,  he  knew  them  very  readily.”  L.  L.  8. 


RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCrriON. 

Hie  religious  instruction  of  the  young  is  of  immense 
importance,  but  it  should  be  sulsect  to  the  directiim  ofihe 
parents  and  of  the  minister,  under  whose  spiritual  gui- 
dance  they  have  chosen  to  place  themselves.  Many  pa¬ 
rents  we  know  are  most  shamefolly  remiss  in  thdr  duty 
on  this  subject,  and  many,  perhaps,  have  no  reb'gious  at¬ 
tachments  whatever,  still  they  may  have  a  choice  as  to 
the  tenets  their  children  shall  leant,  and  that  choice  should 
be  respected.  Tlie  purpose  for  which  teachers  are  pia- 
eed  in  our  pr.mary'  schools,  and  in  our  higher  piaceu  of 
learn  ng,  is  not  to  give  tlieoli^teal  lectures,  or  to  make 
sectarian  converts,  and  whenever  the  office  is  employed 
for  such  purposes,  it  is  i^rverted  (rom  its  true  design, 
and  the  public  conlidcnce  is  abased.  Hie  topics  of  ordi¬ 
nary  school  instruction,  and  the  elementa  of  literature  and 
science,  do  n  n  inuterialiy  vary,  but  the  case  is  Ihr  other¬ 
wise  in  matters  of  religion,  and  every  teacher,  before  en¬ 
gaging  as  an  inMnictor  in  the  great  doctrines  of  Christi¬ 
anity,  and  in  Uk  various  questions  of  Polemics,  slmutil 
seriously  consider,  whetlier  he  may  not  be  in  danger  of 
**  olfering  strange  tire  before  tbe  Lord.” 

Qoepel  Meuengtr. 


THE  BIBLE. 

A  year  or  two  ago,  at  the  earnest  request  of  many  eier- 
gymen  nfdiflerent  denominations,  Mr.  Linsll  issued  pr». 
posuls  for  publishiag  The  Bible,  trtlA  lA*  margined  read- 
ingt ;  Th^  are  esseolial  parts  of  the  translation,  being 
of  ^nal  authority  with  the  text,  and  supposed  to  be,  in  a 
m^jorUy  of  coses,  marc  eorreet  traneiation  than  the  ev- 
responJing  parts  of  the  text  itself.  As,  partly  from  igno¬ 
rance  of  their  value,  and  partly  to  save  expense,  they  are 
omined  in  alt  Bibles  printed  in  the  United  States,  thm  is 
yet  wanting  a  etandard  eopf,  and  as  Mr.  L.  eould  not, 
without  full  suppori  in  advance,  incur  the  heavy  expense 
of  prei^ng  it,  he  isglad  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  inform 
the  publir,  Uial  the  hmor  of  publishing  such  s  Bible  will 
be  earned  by  a  Bible  Aasoeiatioa  of  the  Society  ofFrictate, 
who  hope  to  issue  it  next  Spring. 


The  magazine  and  Advocate, 

IS  PUBLISHED  EVERY  SATURDAY, 

BY  DOLPHU8  SKINNER,  Pri^riHar. 

’TERMS. — To  Mail  and  Office  Suborribers,  81JM  per 
annum,  »a  advance,  or  82,  If  not  paid  within  tkree  memike 
from  the  lime  of  aubscribing.  No  sabscriptioa  reeelvod 
for  Ires  than  one  year,  (nnless  the  money  be  paid  in  ad¬ 
vance.)  uid  no  paper  discontinned  till  all  arrearages  ars 
paid,  except  at  the  dlscrcHon  of  the  Publisher.  Ageots, 
or  Ciompanies,  paying  for  eigkl  eapiee,  are  euatled  to  the 
amlA,  gratie.  AH  commnnieationB,  hy  mail,  to  the  Edi¬ 
tors,  must  be  post-paid,  or  free.  irToVIllageStibeeri- 
bers,  who  receive  their  papers  hy  a  carrier,  82  per  annua 

pajsbie  half-yearly  in  advance. 

A.  B.  fe  R.  K.  GROSn,  Printers, 
(hnt»t4-edrael,kawdeif  Sentta,mewrlg appatiUlhe  Uai- 
verealiti  Chnrek. 


